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i, LT00NS

VISIT TO PACIFIC AND ASIAN COUNTRIES, APRIL i9TMAY 1, 1965

L b

A. New Zealand promises to consider sending combat unit, asks

specitically about artiliery battery; Ausiraiia commiited (0 sendins one
a

caitalion; Philippines promises to send task {orce rignt away, Korean
2rime Minisier ofiers "a few more combat divisions", Troops not requestad
irom Taiwan, Japan, India,

3. dolyoake (N, Z,) dppears to be foliowing and not 16ac:
777 opinioR; Menzies (Australia) sees ciearly and acts oravely; Macapagal

nZ pubilic

(Philippines) spoxe.up well; Sato (Japan) preoccupied with criticisras of

“in:ellectuals"; Chiang Kai=snok (Rep. of China) steadfast, bui cu:
reality and out of date; Park (Korea) determined and couragecus,

EF IV S
Qil irora

All send

YOu Gest wishes and assurances of suppori. In pariicular Parx (Xorea) _
wishied you i0 know that Korea-Japan taiks will 80 according to pian and ihas

poiitical noises will not deter nim.

3. Indians were overwuaeimingly prececupied oy Pavisian: SIACK., Acced
Q% importance of Soutn Viet Nam ro: faliing 10 Communists, Caaracieristically
¢ager for "negotiation', I told thern of good imoression an Indian ambwar.ce
Or sometaing similar wouid make in Souta Vier Nara.

4. Inall countries it was 0OVIOus tha:i governmen:s 4re Ziad st we
are in Viet Nam., Tney nope we will Stay; tiey nope we will win.
falr Fuess 1iai most Asians approve of the sombing of Noria Viei Nanm.

an plans to take active Part in egonoraic developmen: scneme
and sugresis concenirating cifort on Mekong Valley and Maiaysia =

~n e T e
&lle ddabasnas

av 25 &

5. Zverywaere the question in their minds ig: Are the Americans
Sieidiast? Will the Americans stay? Our bembing of Norta Viet Nam has
sncreased confidence in our determination. When a small weak couniry has

its back t0 the wall the thing that keeps it going is {aith in its gir

ol
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Prime Minisier Chung Il Kwon of Korea said that what ,< pt nim zoing as a

o ———

. . f
soidier during the IKorean war was, in ms own words, ''tnat even if Pus.;r.

iell anc tne Americans had to fall back on Honolulu, they eventually would

coime DQCK . ’f

Therefore, from the standpoint of Asian opinion, mc;udm# that of Viet
Nara, the less talk about negotiations and about how long we are going to_
siay and when we are going to get out, the better, The fact that American
people know 50 much less about Communist China than do Asian peoples
and that the President must keep American opinion united must be expiained,
The sure knowledge of American determination to stay is, in and of itseid,

a oig mililary asset,

e -  rwe - oa BT O

6. The "rovern"nen.al leaders of New Zealancz, Austraha The Ph'i';ipp'ines,
Republic of Cnina, Japan, Korea =~ and even tne Japanese Buochist leacers ==
ail found fault with what they call American "public relations". Complaint
were: that the facts on terrorism were not made clear; that the siructure of
Vietnamese society and {ts lack of a national tradition had not been explainec;
wnai we were apologetic about the bombing of the Noria; that { DGOTOETEPNAE OF
nuge destruction in Viet Nam should be widely disiributed and pubd.isned; has
d news such as weapons loss should not be pubiished; that tne TSLA outpul
wWLs & rzec t00 much at intellectuals; tnat there was pracucany o 5501 news
marerial with glossy prints and short "impact' copy for publication™in pozular
sress, radio and TV; that ouipui was not selective enougn, for exaraple,
Vieinamese civilian casuaities couid be stressed abroad without being
adveriiscd in Viet Nam.

Sa

- o i . i " eyt - I
sonmmrnardntion: As radards npuniic relations, Inere snow.a oo SYLLTT

‘va of mlosav nrints and arisu concreie cony on Viet Cona misceeds and oo

o - il - A . - el i R i =
1053 :‘-CCu:.S..SGfﬁQ.;t" S 150, wWAen U LTT0 erizicized for e DT

— —

- N H " e ~ =y pimic 3 : -2 e P [ R N
Nortir Vier Niung we eon oneslv iink aur hombi T ol sToel and COICToNO Wit

ias Oons Mitline of womern anc calidren., Bul ol inis is ov wav ol mentitih.

tronrast idac which 15 working for us is (he icea mw“nsqm* by Churnent,
:zne timme of the Tail ef C?.ec‘.'.oslovai'i
s,

<13
. GrAGQTV ~he idea 1nat Deace Can 5o prom
ThawGives 1S 2 fnial delusio
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7. In Canberra, in Manila, and in Taipei, mention was made of an
: international aegis for the Viet Nam operation. In Canberra and Maniia it
was suggested that SEATO could be used for this purpose, with new members
being orougnt in as appropriate. Thne Vietnamese government is considering
a reguest 10 SEA""O ' -

— e - = . m s an .-
by

Recommendation: Policy toward SEATO should be restudied.  Using it as

-

the casis for an international consortiun on Viet Nam may nave possiniiitias,

8. 1In all countries, even including India, tnere was no doutt that
. Comumnunist China is the real enemy in Viet Nam, But {ie consensus seams 0
be that the Government of Norta Viet Nam stiil has considerable freedom of
action —- enough to, make our pressure on them worthwmle.

- e W — L

+ e -8, .1In both Australia and New Zealand the Prime Ministers.agreed to make
some pudblic mention of the outrageous Vie: Cong treatment of Gustave Hertz.

0. Heocammendation: Intensive study should be ziven to ihe idea of mnakit
oo Trust Territories of the Pacific (sonulation €9, 000) int aport ol ihe
S-nie of owail, VWhile there are some obvious cifficuities, such action
. would prownptly put the United States into the Pacilicin a w.;v WALSA.eVEn
Suekarne, Sihonouk a-.d the Viet Cong ¢ou®d not misurdersiand, Alsc cur "ai‘.'.."z
=t 10 irncoernorcte thistterritory faight resclt in iis soing to séveboilvieise, ”
‘The worid is fillin 'v_p_ara tnere is not mmuch vacant land lett,
il 2esponsible Buddnist leaders in Japan were informed ¢f avaiiadilizy

01 U.S. privale and pudlic resources to aeip Buddhist humanitarian aciiviiies,
I also taiked wita Tri~Quang in Saigon, I hope this nas plantec a seed winica
will mean that, in the future, Americans wiil be w- -king closely witn 2uddhists

rieen couniries waere Buddnism exisis, tius countering Comununist
eiforis to peneirate the Buddaist religion; that it will provice a ‘benevolent and
seaceful way to bring aelp from an advanced couniry like Japan 10 the under~
caveioped couniries of Southeast Asia; and tihat it will specifically enabdie
3Suddiaists in Viet Nam to work on sumanitarian projects thus decoming an anii~
Co“uuums: iniluence. The U.S. Government's Buddnist expert, Dr. ar::,
based in Hong Kong, travels in the fourteen Buddhist countmes and is tryin <o
act as a catalyst, I loox for some good resuits,

.
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12, Recommendation: Consideration should be riven to row:*v'c.mff §uc.:
srnuneh allv as Korea by eraniing it to sain econoniie bE'N‘:fu.S Geriving
rovn the JM Nam situation. For example the U.S. Navy is using Janarese
crevws to man LST!'s oneratine in Viet Nam, Whien the going gets fouth thess
.. oraws mav well he withdrawn bv Jananese Government. There _&M
vith prior service on L.ST's who could guigcklv be made avaﬂan‘g, I asked
_ the Lmhassy in Seoul to prepare for such 2 gontingency. - Con s‘g Lg;;gg SGninacts
. for airfield construction, gtc,, gould also be ziven to Korea, using inempiovad
Korean ex~serviceman who, as _consiruction ¢ompanies, gould take edre of
themseives militarily and indirectly nelo U. S, _a_s_ga.stance Pfforts m KQ“; ea,

ol B

i3, Minister Francesco Malfaiti, diplomatic ad\nser to Presiaent Saraaa:
e 0T I3aly,.says.the decision.to bomo the norih.was.a nrxlhant chplomatic move',
. He sees our oombing cre ting shoriages in Viet Nam which the Communist
~-..w «~Chinese can only meet with the greatest difficulty,--He says~that, for once.
time is on our side and is working agamst them, . S }

i4. The Pope sent you'nis regards. He sald the offer 1n your Baltlr:.o-e
sp2ech for unconditional discussions was ""handsome and generous'. While

not wanting to spread the war he prays for your success and is grateful for

the load wnich America is carrymg. e i e ---~-.—-m-—-_-

' . ¥ A
'l ) . 4
4

X R

- n amen e

- T e ] o M *

15, "To sum up}

1. GCur friends in Asia support our policies concerning Viet Nam
even if they don't all admit it publicly,

2. Being both weak and "under the gun", they need frequent
_reassurance that we remain firm, strong~mindéd and Tesoluze.
T 7T T3, Your policies, according tobest U, S. experis in Gonsuiaie a:
' Hong Xong, nave ''outiraged" Chinese Communists and tarown
shem off the track. ‘It is not what the "book'' says is supposed
t0.nappen. - t . ’

-

4, Your policies are sound; you are car-ymg tnem out ably ana
energetzcslly, you are definitely on the rignt track. '

HE

S . LI . . . o e.-.---‘ii-n—n.n;-—-ﬁm"‘-.----.
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.- SECRET
: Mav h 1965
S Visit to Sg_gonL_April 28 29 - ~"”;a
- L Q’ 4,?‘9?‘
-~ - i~ Memorandum by H. C. Lodge- u ¢ .

| e
e e
P [T

i. Points You Raised Bofore I Loft

Your idea of establishing American hospitals throughont Viet Nam
(wheraever they can bo proteeted) is excellcnt. o

e PO et e H"Aﬁ..q_.sf s I,

i USOM Chief Killen and doctors differ. (EK)& is tryins to reoruit an
. Air Porece doctor, General James Humphrias,.Lackland Air_Foroe-Hospital,
Texas, to take hold of this whole problem. USOM sontends that some sort
of facility must bo available when the doator arrives: & building,
clectricity, water and gometimes access roads, Tacy aro now- wor ng
on fifteen facilities and have plans to 46 eleven more.
"~ But eivilian dootors are dissatisfied. They say USOM rerusoa to’
= w-—-.pay & civilian doctor who stays less than- threo-nonthl-ianﬂ'thlt‘no e e
" oivilian doctor can take three months away from his profossion. - on
the other hand many oould take ona month, -+ - -~ v - _ -_:-~~~{-* :

_ The Doolcy Foundation believes they could rooruit dootors to fill a
nundred hospitals. ) .

Recormendation: That Gencral Humphries--it he is as able as he is
said to be--oc induced to-take charge of this problem at once under USGw
and push tne biggest program that conditions permit.” "And that medical
care be on & rough and ready--and not dh 2 perfectionist--basis.- You -

"nave a tremendous idea, - _ 'Jj. -
. - L

5

x A w . - o i

You asked whether every possible step was being taken to stimulate
recruiting. Military manpower nas gone from 207,418 in June, 198% to
an estimated 270,836 in November, 1965. A top of 292,000 is p
for next lMarch. -The Government hao lowered the draft age to 18. Eight
thousand recruits a month ia considered an ideal figura, Lﬂat ‘month
“thore were 10,000 of whom 3,000 were conscripts and 7,000 were volunteers.
I asked about a GI bill of rights or "40 acres and a mule" for the
Viotnamese soldier to give him a chance to get an education when he gets
out. They are "thinking about it.

This good record 1a offsat by the doubling of the stransth of
the Viet Cong by personnel from the North Vietnamese Arnw And hw an
inorenae 1n deserticna.l-

s

[ . T - “a L P S S P
e . . - .

P eror e . -
-

. t . - vt e e e - et s e—— T g e
- B N N e * - ~ - _-—*.-“l—-i-* :-‘

B e : S 4" T s TS A6 S A T ————— Ly b A v L 8 IR s e s A T s b e r——r b S iy rm
- . . L . .o . Lo . A -)_ N
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agricultural products,

T Recommendation:

SECRET )
»

Recommendation: A "GI bill of rights” for Vietnamese-soldiers

and benefits for their families should be put into offect.. =~

x SERY X
f 7 - . . i
It appears inadvisable to flood tha country with US gurplus
foods. To do 60 on other than a very selective basis would probably
help to supply the enemy because of tho difficulty of protecting the
food properly. The Vietnamese have tho highest per capita oalorie ,
input 3f @Ay people in Southeast Asia -and -don't-need surplus----’ - e

-
-

 But there is use for some consumers' goods, such asafr .
conditioning machines for industry, refrigerators for the fishing -
industry and small diesol engines for fishing boats of the kind
which our fishermen used to use twonty-five years ago and whith. can
now be readily obtained in Japan. S g’

B

~ A intensive study be<given to the-merits of-- -

]

It does not appear desirable to introduce teams of %0-40 Americans

' per province. This would tend to smother the Vietnamese officials. '

. e

' Vietnamese it 1s believed best to have dattalions brigaded together

There would be housing problems., The best procedure is to bring in
Americans' as needed to fill _aipeoi:fi‘cﬁ,‘.i'bhs, e T e e

. - ot e e i L L E e e o e @ Ead e a & Rl em e 2. o o
1 >, i A -

Contractors and engineers quickly to repair roads and bridges
are desirable to the extent that they can bo protected, but it seexs
better to use military forves for combat rather than for stationary
duty of this kind. :

L ko e

L]

. . 7 ﬂ' ; e s e s o mmea e
. . - +* s e R = -
*' ' - ¢ '& ' . ’ * !

' On the matter of the Marines and the Vietnamese arcy engaging
in raids, I learned that "deep patrolling” has already begun, whicn.
ias not quite the same thing. . -

3

When it comas to oombining Marine activities with ‘those of_the _

—_—

f - -

s K Lo, K . e . TR S SO S
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in an international forse rather than to put in a saall nuader of
- Marines into a Vietnamese battalion. ~The latter would present
. questions of command and or communications whioh would be ooapllutod.
r?cwh. w«.&&w ¢ These ideas should be more thomushly studied by an 1ndopondcnt
military “expert. T T mm——

» o %

: Your announcement after the bombing of the Eabassy that a new

- . ‘Embassy building would be built had an sxcellent effect. - Ambassador
Taylor advises that this project to build a new Embassy has come to
& complete stop in Washington,

Administration persomel in the Embassy say: that present plans
call for a building costing more than $3,000,000 as compared with the
British building, which looks nice to we, but which cost $38% ,000 '

™ 7 1n'1962.7 Can we not build a siailar practical, wodéretely priced
U.S. building? I am informed that our proposed building will have
P— e many large all-glass walls and carved stone scresns and that the old
. plans may well be obsolete in the light of present security conditions.
Surely the recent Embassy explosion with those killed and wounded Ly
flying glass argues againat using glass walls for a U.S, Embassy in
Saigon. There is also a house on the U.S. lot which could, with
moderate expense, be remodeled into a residence. In that country the
residonce and the ohancery should be on the same piece of land.

" Recommendation: That the building of a mderato? priced new __ _.
Embassy be pressed. Having made the announcement it looks weak not

t0 g0 ahead with it.

R S

You asked: "Are we getting enough cut of the CIA?* I do not’
feel that we are. But in the time which I had I was unable to find..

added ways of using these CIA men, many of whom are of truly iampressive
ability. This too should be further explored. .. .. - - -

- as ‘q-' “ Lt . . - o A — e ed m agm .
Y L. s, + - .
.y
K

.. - L R el e el o sy “u --.-4.-...- LETR_ s o mees memaa - e ket d &
—_———— A o — e s b et ARk 4 ——— e P = — S gt e s e b e e
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IZ. General Situation

A 'quioi Wmd a half study reveals the following favorable -
faotors: e

The Quat Governaent is satisfactory.

+ The "Hop Tao" Pacification progres has ersated a naArYow,
but seoure zons around 8aigon without which the oity aight
. be under seige today and has developed persannel and procedures
L. 10 overcome systematio Commmmist aubversion-terrorisz which
" snould make possible its expansion to other parts of ths
. ocountry--and ultimately to other nations. This eould, 1if:
.+, vigorously pursued, bq very significant. .

Due to the strikes in North Vietnam, there is highsr morals.
.The Apostolic Delegate says that conditions for the Catholies
-~ - — + are "greatly improved,” with areas open to priests WNIzh wers
. . ©losed before. o ' .
' Buddhist thinking seems to have evolved in the last year.

" The Buddhist monk, Tri Quang, regarded by some as & neutralist,
not only appraoves of the bombing of the North and the presence
of U.S. troops but actually urges more vigorous bombing to
overthrow the regime in Hanof and, if we have not the “"will”
to do that, to convert the regime from a sateliite to an -
oriental neutral Yugoslavia. ) .

4

- —— ey

“ ' 'The “beachheads™ at Danang and those plazmed elsewhers
along the coast make it impossible for us to be pushed out -
against our will and would much inorease our bargaining position.

There appears to be a greater realization than ever that
while the bombing is indispensable and the proposed econoamic
development program exiremely valuable, we sust also defeat the
enexy in the South, : :

-

- —— iy .

Pinally there is first-class human material in the VU.8. .
agenocies. '_But. the following should also be noted:

T <%

The posaibility of a coup can never be exoluded.
, U.S. desands on the Governsent of Vietnam 4o not ssem to take
suffiociently into acoount the faot that in the Ameriocan sense of Whe --- -

L%

4o Te - - bl IR
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word there is no central Government in Vietnam--merely s Dale

‘ shadow of one, Yet we make forty "hon-wilitary” desands plus
twenty-one military plus twelve from the CIA, seventeen from -
USIA and a number of others stemming from the Honolulu Conference.;
virtually all of which must go through Dr. Quat, who has very
few helpers. )

Reecommendation: We should concentrate on the two or thres most

vital programs, which is capable of doing 0 whatever we Can
éo alone. : = —p———

. ¥ .

* -

The Hop Tae gram, good as it i3, has not developed the -
needed momentum &) because the main force of the Viet Cong bas
" peen just about doubled by men from the army of North Vietnaa
and bg adequate ideological drive is still lacking.

Finally, the faot that depondents have been sent home
. e ... means that American officials lead a sort of garrison life.
As regards the Exbassy, this has had "the éffect of oUttImg - - °
- : : them off from the civilian aontacts around Sajigon which is
. the only way to get a real feel of the politioal realitiss. -
" Tae office work in Saigon is so heavy that only the activities

2

of intelligont wives nave made it possible for Embasgy officers
to have the non-Americsn contacts outside of office fhours

through which they can be adequately informed. Without such v
_contacts wa run the danger of “"flying plind” as far as political
conditions are concerned. . , ]

r . — - ' - 4 L L

. )

. . Recommendztion: The decision to send the American children hoce
iz unguestiona.bly very wise. Tnere appears to me, nowever, 10 ce
Ferit in thc proposition thal those wives wno wish to return at their
oh Titk snouid be allowed to do 50. The Embassy wives nave a vital
intelligence and political contribution to maka. The fact that
Ihere are many U.S. Government women in Saigon now as secretaries
and as military nurses also argues in favor o admitting wives.

*

——
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III, Organization ) . _ ‘
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There are seven broad fields of astivity in which the Aabasssdar
nust play the key role and which are as follows (not listed -in crdar
- of importance): _ : . ' . o - .

-

1. Backgrounding the press and keeping a huge and growing 3
) American and foreign press corps happy. . *

—— i ———— -y W = - 4 & : T e

-
-

- -, - ,
2. Reporting to Washington. . .
- ot _.a Lt J e - - e e e - e W .-_-._..._._:.‘..-. . - e

. 5 Persuading and ‘aoti\‘nting the Government of Vietnaa,
&,

Maintaining econtaot with diplomats for information, for .

ideas and because they are influentisl in determaining what . |
is said in.their countries about the United Statez. Also,

. - - when we work hard to get 37 foreign flags’ flying in Vietnam
e s - -t we-simply sust Keed in toush with-thie  AnbasBAdSiE T TRGE - UoTT o
these countries. e Tt

e T i e e st S . ._.7,_‘.3' L -

o 5. Contact with unofficial Vietnamese (this inoludes the great '
religious leaders) without whom you not only cannot atave

v * off dangerous divisions but also without whom you are aislsd .
: politioally. ) T . 4
) 6. Visiting oountry-side with Chief of WQ.'_ e wEa j;_:_ ;,___

* . . . ]
- 7. Coordinating and integrating ¢he U.8. effort. ___ .~ . ~.. . __ .
Thanks to the big way in which you have seen the problem, the
whole U.S. Mission is.better organized than it has ever been before.
Having a Daputy Awmbassador of the caliber of Alexis Johnson is an
enormous help. Zorthian is a splendid press officer. We have a fine
political ssetion to help with the reporting to Washington and with

the diplomatic corps. _ e m s s mele s

But the Ambassador (and the Deputy Ambpssador in his absence).... —. ..
. " 1s st1ll the only person with power to press hard for intergration
: and coordination--the only generalist in a orowd of spealalists.
Tnere is an excellent career diplomat who is "exscutive seoretary
. ©of the U.S. Misslon Council,” but this' 1s not at all the same thing
as having a constantly pressing coordinator of presidential-appointes
calibre with standing and prestige of his omm in Washington. - '
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1nte~rat‘on has becn achieved in the Hop Tac program, but™ s Tirst claks
coordinator could really forge the new tool uhich we nood to ovcroaae
Communist subversion-terroriam. ' =

-
-

Recommendation: That such a coordinator beAput to .work undcr
trne Ambassador. .

/

’ ; ' v T I3

L PSR

- - -

S @«-ﬁcmm ﬁ{-’ﬂc?leﬁa ?ya,,r;;-g e

. A zajor weakness in the ontire Vietnam pioture is still the laok
of a vigorous and appealing ideology. In all candor it sust be said
that the Viet Cong is still ahcad of the Covernment in this respect.
OQur side will not get off the ground politiocally as long as this -
_oondition exists.

- e - - - - s —— a—— —

Therc are rour ideas nhioh bave truncndnun appoal
"Gavernment must be tne servant of the people”
"No oorruption

"he soldier helps the farmer"”

B T

“Land to the tiller," which is perhaps the greatest.

s - — f o —— - — —— | e . il Tl Pl

But none of thcse "propaganda lines are even worth mentioning
ri.ess tnere is performance. The performance must come first and then
<ne GCovernment could taik about it. Only an insurgent can talk without
sorforming. But on the highly appealing cause of land reform the
Viet Cong actually have performed and the GVN has not.

fand reform is a subject wnich has been intellectualized to deata. .
Action 15 needed and, while Dr. Quat would favor it, one must assume
4<nhat the Government cannot handle it alone, - — R S

g

Recommendation: Tnat intensive study be given to the practicaiity
of tne United States preoviding funds to help the Vietnamese Goverminent

ouy lard and aistribute it to the farmers. This would De txg§nsivel
but it would be enormously efTective in winning over the people and

would bo a body blow to the Viet Cong. T |
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I would guess that the Catholic Church mignt ooopemtc . .
offgring some of its land in Vietnam for diat.rib\.ztion 10 the farmers.
{ffgcﬁn}a'eie c;é'ﬁcials are receptive t0 our ideas, 'I'ho:lr. o
performance is improving. Prime Minister Quat is most cooperative, T
Some first-rate Americans are coming out to help. But-thes problea
{5 not one of good ideas, which are bubbling over in Vietnam; the
age-0ld question in Vietnam is how to get something done. ™ They are
astually vogged down by the.number of U.S. suzgestions. -t
.
The Government propaganda program continues to be tcmtﬁy
dreary.  Unlike the Communist program, not enough is done to amuse
“the people and to make them laugh. They 1ové 0ld American western ~
movies- and the old Amorican slapstick such as Iaurel-and Hardy but
virtually all they see-aré dull documentaries telling them how to
plant corn. I am advised that these old films exist in large
quantities but that there 1s a deadlock botween the owners of these
£1ims and USIA in Washington ‘on the matter of price.
: ) Rccomendation- That some one close to you appeal to the owners
. e _ ., Of theze films to be rusomble and let us have them for utm at
a fair price. , 5 .

Most of the photographs showing soldiers of the Viotmmua
army torturing or terrorizing Viet Cong are so-g¢alled "gag photogre
viaich were atimulated by the photographer. There are many mmou
of pnotographers, often non-Americans, offering a Vietnamese soldier
$5.00 1f he will allow himself to be photographed holding the poimtd. ..
of a knife nt. the throat of & Viet Cong’prisoner. * 3

e A W Ew 4 - e e - - m— -

,_.___,.b,,.,..._.__l..__4

%
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V. Pacification

As you know the Hop Tac prozram aims at pacifying the seven -
provinces around Saigon, which-include 40 per cent of the population.
The area is divided into zones in roughly-concentirio eircles with the - —-
city of Saigon as the center. Results to date g'r"e as follows:

Some 390 hamlets have been pacified in th’: Hop Tac area in the
last four months, including 330,000 people. "This represents an
immense coordinated effort by persons who ArG, specialists ‘in .
propaganda, military, police, political organization, eoconomic and - +
social programs. There is a six week training osnter, A shairean - >~ v~ -
- R e e ) .- - " e g L — . A .
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-* nag had to be found for each hamlet, t;h?amber;.;f'iﬁq;jit“ killed
. -ae —wevery-day..-. Under_this program, 4n spite of legal jt_’otmicditiu, t
. several hundred terrorists have been apprehended” in the -last year, ° 7 - -

- * gome of whom have béen shot, some of whom are in Jail, . o s

-
s’ - - -

-y

: Pacification has actually gone so far that 200 popular sleotions’
 have been held for hamlet chiefs and hanlet aouncils. This-isplies &

; nigh degres of iaw and order. : _ . ‘ .
' : : Foreign Minister Fanfani of Italy thought £hia was a fact whioh™ ~ " -
« - -,v-'should*ht-publiaizod.m,,m”,,_a_g_i_i:_‘}_s‘a_;;o.gd rebuttal to those
‘'wao say we disregard.the Geneva Convention provisicis reparding - T T
N -* holding elections., : - ‘s i

Peop(o are actually giving information to the Government it;out
the Viet Cong. In a few cases the regular amy has been able to .
leave Because the local militia forces were strong enough 1o do’ the
w =+ v egpm——iob,~ Viet Cong recruiting has diminished in_this area so that the
. Viet Cong are now abducting youths by forae. Reoruiting Yor
v —w—--~VietAam army has picked up.—.The methods whioch T.have desoribad to
" . you praviously and which have worked well in other countries are” -
S being used: a census, jdentification cards, & curfew, all of which
{s run by the police--and in these hamlets the police exists.” Our
"senior police adviser is & former FBI man wno is well aonsidersd.
The soldiers in the -area are beginning to practice good politics by .
making themselves helpful to the farmer and by ending the misbshavior

L -

b]

oty

=" "~which nas been s0 oaum.'m. T T TR T e A e e 4‘-4=;-»;--~
“ T 77T TTST "7 There seems to be general ‘agreement. that 1f.-we _had .not.undertaken . ..

the Hop Tac program the city of Saigon would be today under a state -
of seige with mortar shells landing in the oity. ~ ;

The program nas a high priority in the Government of Vietnam and
a start has boen made to have such programs in the other aorps. The
390 hamlets have also produced & group of experts--a sort, of “seed
corn"--which should put the program into effeot elsewhere. -» ~ - - we -

o o=k “his is all to the good. COnmmiatfsubvenion-tormué..n.thl. —m -
greatest external threat confronting the United States and we must
loarn now to overcome it. Also, if tnere were a 1008 successful

Hop Tac program throughout the country the war would be obwiocusly . ..
over. . . : S

- - o= oy

- " R

Unfortunately - the fowalrd motion in .xtcndi:fs t-hu pProgrea amnu'l
to be very slight. A coordinator of the Kind described above; might . get
this programs really moving and, if he did, the Tesults would .be. . -

T L oonentous. © BUK @ “Cbonduabrt PAUS G DirdpAtgteeec e
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. . .Wocn I visited China in 1929 it was,-if anything,-even more - -

disorganized tnan Vietnam 1s today. Yet both China and North = i
Vietnam are effectively organized now--perhaps not as elaborately® '

ag we are, but well ‘enough to take one program, such as lard
tenurs, get it well started and then take on another. .-

in Vietnani, therefore, we' faco nothing less tThan thommentm T

Question: - can a decentralized oriental end Confudianist-eountry - -~ ~

bocome strong, orderly and effective without becoming Communist? : .

e o

. R

_The fat¢ of humanity can hang on the answer. ~ - .° -
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